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1. Introduction

As per the Implementing Rules of the ESA ARTES 4.0 programme, bidding for the
ARTES 4.0 workplan activities require the authorization of the Agencia Espacial

Espafiola (hereafter, AEE).

In order to decide on the eligibility for authorization of the activities, AEE will take
into account budget availability, the quality of proposed activity and the strategic

interest for Spain.

To support this decision, AEE, with the support of ESA, launches this process to

seek the inputs from interested Spanish Economic Operators.

This note explains the process and provides the schedule for the 2026 exercise.

In summary:

e Publicaiton of a Call of Interest:
a. presenting the activities of the different ARTES Work Plans, and;
b. soliciting the completion of a questionnaire (Annex 1).
e |Interested Economic Operators provide their feedback to AEE;
o AEE, with the support of ESA, evaluates the responses to the
questionnaire and selects the of eligible activities;
e The list of eligible activities is published on the AEE website;
e Upon publication of a Tender for an eligible activity, Economic
Operators may contact AEE to request the Authorisation of Funding
(AoF).

By Participating in this call, you acknowledge and agree that:

e Participation in this questionnaire is voluntary.

e The information provided is indicative, non-binding and subject to
change.

e Submission of this form neither constitutes a commitment, nor
guarantees eligibility, selection, funding nor the issuance of a tender,
nor generates rights, advantages in future ESA calls or any other
procedure.

e This questionnaire neither forms part of any administrative procedure

nor implies any obligation nor commitment by AEE. Non-participation



will not have any exclusionary or negative effects for organisations or
companies.

e The information collected will be used by the AEE, with the support of
ESA, solely for evaluation, planning and decision-support purposes
within the ARTES 4.0 programme.

e Any personal data provided (e.g. contact details) will be processed in
accordance with applicable data-protection regulations and used only

in the context of this process.

In compliance with Regulation (EU) 2016/679, General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR),
and Spanish Organic Law 3/2018 on Personal Data Protection and the Guarantee of Digital
Rights (LOPDGDD), the personal data provided in this questionnaire will be processed by

AEE solely for the purpose of collecting industry interest related to future ESA activities.

The legal basis for this processing is the performance of a legal task of the data treatment
responsible carried out in the public interest and in the exercise of these obligations.

Data will not be shared with third parties except when legally required and will be retained
only for the time necessary to fulfil this purpose.

You may exercise your data protection rights (access, rectification, erasure, restriction,
portability, and objection) through the Secretariat General of the Spanish Space Agency You
may also contact the Data Protection Officer at dpdatos@aee.gob.es or file a complaint with
the Spanish Data Protection Agency (AEPD).

For more information, please consult the AEE Privacy Policy here.

2. What can | apply for?

The main goal of ARTES 4.0 programme outlines ESA’s strategy to restore
Europe’s competitiveness in a rapidly changing satellite communications market by
making the programme faster, more flexible, and more strategically focused. It
responds to disruptive global trends—such as mega-constellations, 5G/6G
non-terrestrial networks, and new vertically integrated players—by reinforcing
critical European capabilities, investing in industrialisation, and prioritising
sovereign technologies. The proposal strengthens ESA’s long-standing ARTES
framework while adapting it to address key pillars of connectivity, including mobile
convergence with Direct-to-Device services, secure and resilient governmental
communications, optical and quantum networks, and spectrum sustainability.

This call invites Spanish entities to indicate their interest in activities of the ARTES 4.0. The


https://www.aee.gob.es/InfoGeneral/Privacidad.html
https://connectivity.esa.int/artes-40-call-for-ideas

aim is to build alignment between Spanish priorities, ESA work planning, and space industry
capabilities. The activities selected in the Calls will be included in open competitive
procurements under the ARTES 4.0 Work Plan, leading to successful technology

developments and products.

The activities in ARTES 4.0 workplans are awarded through open competition. For each

activity, the Invitation to Tender (ITT) is published on esa-star publication in two stages:

— first as “Intended”, including a brief description of the procurement, and
— second as “Issued”, including the complete solicitation package, in particular the

Letter of Invitation, the Statement of Work and the draft Contract

The proposed work shall not overlap with any previous or presently running ESA, European

institutions, national or international contracts awarded to any entity in the Proposed Team.

3. Who can apply?

To apply for funding from the ARTES 4.0 Call 2026, applicants must meet the
following eligibility requirements:
e The applicant entity (company or institution) must be registered in
Spain.
e In case of a planned cooperation with economic operators in other
ARTES 4.0 Participating States, the applicants share of the activity
must take place in Spain.

Applicants should be registered in https://esastar-emr.sso.esa.int/ for the final

steps of the application process. Early registration is strongly encouraged.

4. Timeline and planning for the 2026 Workplan

The following table provides the timeline for the 2026 Work plan eligibility decision.

Date  |Descripon ______________[Who |

Call for Interest issue (call opens) AEE
Responses Call for Interest (call closes) Economic Operators
Publication of activities eligible for AoF AEE

* Indicative, depends on the quantity of proposals received


https://esastar-publication.sso.esa.int/
https://esastar-emr.sso.esa.int/

5. ARTES 4.0 Work Plan 2026 Activities

To ensure that the activity lists within the Work Plan remain consistently up to date, please

consult the following links:

e Space Systems for Safety and Security” (4S)

e Scylight & Quantum

e Space for 5G/6G and Sustainable Connectivity

e Advance Technology

Please note that the amounts indicated correspond to ESA’s planned budget; for the Spanish
participants, the final budget would be also limited by the Spanish availability of funds for the

call.
6. Contact information
The Spanish Space Technology Calls of interest are managed by AEE.
If you have any questions concerning the Calls, you are welcome to contact AEE for
clarification. Potential applicants who have no previous experience with the application

process at ESA are encouraged to contact AEE for guidance.

Please contact artes26int@aee.gob.es if you need advice.

Annex 1: Expression of Interest Questionnaire

This Questionnaire can be found by clicking the following link:

e ARTES 4.0 Questionnaire



https://esastar-publication-ext.sso.esa.int/news/details/11201
https://esastar-publication-ext.sso.esa.int/news/details/11201
https://esastar-publication-ext.sso.esa.int/news/details/11073
https://esastar-publication-ext.sso.esa.int/news/details/11073
https://esastar-publication-ext.sso.esa.int/news/details/11189
https://esastar-publication-ext.sso.esa.int/news/details/11183
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=x_P06VQGK02IIiQpP8pn5XySBCPVd7JEgfT26K2zwXhUMkxUQTk3SzJUSkY4Nkc4RllZTVNXWDlJWS4u

ARTES 4.0 Call of Interest (Spanish Space
Technology Call 2026)

I pomosd e op weth the e plese nting Rales of the ESA ARTES 4.0 pro-gramme, pa-tomation o ARTES 400 warkplan

acth s reguares pror authorizat onfrom the Agenda [spacial [spafels (ALD) To 2 sem elgbdsy for
sathoraton, the AL wl consader

* The annual budget sBocated 1o tre wodplan,
* The interest of Spanish i Op nthe prog | acturines,
* The contribution of the activities to Spain's national strategic objectives wihn the programre

To suppart this deceson, ALL banches run ths process se ciong the inpus of the imeesed Spanish [oonorc
Cpersions

By Partcipating in this call, you sdmowledge and agree that

* Paricipation n this gues omnaene s volntany.

* The miorrason provided & indso e, non- binding and sabpect 1o change.

* Subrimson of this forr neither s vutes 2 @mmirren|, nor guarsntess alghdity, sehectson, unding nor the
msaance of 8 ender nor generates nights, adan tages in future E5A alis or any other procedure.

* Thas questsonneene nevher forms pant of any sdrnmotse poosdre nor srples any obisgaton nor commetrent
by ALL Mon-parscpation will not have sny exchuionasy or negative effecs for organimtions o corrpanies.

* The niorrason coleced willl be wsed by the ALL with te support of E5A, solely forewdasson, plaming and
decimon-support parposes wihin the GSTP prograrere

= Ary personal das prowded je g ontact detads) willl be pocesedn sxosdanoe with appicable dot-protecton
mgubitons and used only in the ontextof this proces.

Key Information

1. ARTES 4.0 Work Plan ID *

& ARTES 4.0 Activity Tile *

3. Overall Project Budget *
Please mdcaie the estimated total budget (K0 amsociated withyour organisation’s participati snn the
ity
A budget fagures e svdicatee 3nd non bandang. They will be ussd eciuswely D wippon smvien s plan mng
3nd decman raiong |
**Atte il on: Do not ewoeed the [3A budget

I wador dehye ser un nrrero.



4. Funding sought {max, in k€} *

Please indicate the maximum funding amount requested from ARTES £.0 for your asgansason The walue
shall be expressed m thousand suros (kE), 25 an intsger, 2nd should not exceed the total budget indiated
in the previous question. **

**This amaum i indicative and non-binding and will be used for evaluation and planning purposes any.

H valor debe serun ndmera.

5 Do you intend to implement the adtivity in cooperation with partners (Consortium including
a Prime and Subcos)? =

Please indicase wh ether you intend to participate as part of a mnsortiom. A consarfum mples the presence
afa Prime Contractor and one or more subcontractors. **
**This informa®on is indicative and does nat constifute a binding mmmiment

() e
DNG

& Roleintent*®
Please indicate the node your onganisation intends to assume, should the adwity be mpementedasa

cansarum.*
**This selection is non-binding 2nd may be refined at 2 later stage.

D Prime Contracior

D Subommracar

T. Is the consortium composed exchusively of national entities, or does it include intemational
partners? *

() Mational

() Imterrational

& Company *

Please indicate the name of your onganisation.

Escriha aoma madaEma 50 camcteses

9. Consortium

i pastidpating 25 part of 2 consortium, please indicate the monsorthem name andfor known pa riners,
wpilahie atthi stage

Escriha aoma mdxema 50 camectees



10. Point of Contact (Email addresses) *

Please provide 2 professional email address of he main comac person for this submission. The emad address
witl be used exclusively in the comext of this Call for interest and related clari fications.

11. Point of Contact {(Mame and Sumame] =

Please provide name and sumame of the main mact person for this submission. These pesaonal dats will be
used emchisively in the contect of this Call for Interest and related clarifications.

12 Sizeftype of Lead Organisation *
Flease select the apfon that best describes the organisation acting 2 Lead (Prime Contractor) for e
propased sy, Ths nformaton s requested for stati stical and eva luation purposes only and =
nan-binding.

S ME (Srmall and Medium-sized Enterprise): An emegprise thatemploys fewer than 280 persans and has an

anmual umover not excesding EUR 50 million, and for 2n annuad helanoe shesttotd notexcesding EUR &3
millian.

Large Enterprise Ths ategany includes bege indusisal companies, prime coniractors and system imegmtars,
typcally dhancterised by 2 boge waorkforce and signifeant annual tumnavwer. Large Enterprises usually hawe the
capacity 10 bead complex projacts, mamage brge comsortia and Emtegrate mubsples subsystems or adivities

Research Onganisation: & public orpriete eniy, sudh 25 2 university orreseardh insftute, that monduds
sen Bfic res epech, indusiral mseardh, or expesmental development as s pamary chjecive

Orthar: Ertities not chassified as L5k, SME, or ressaech arganitions. The “Other” catsgory indudes Mid-aps
{250-3,000 employees), foundations or associations, other spedficlsgal entities ™

**The dascification prosided will not be used 25 an exdusion oriberion and does not prejudge eigihiity or
evalhation outcomes

() smae
D Large Entenprise
() Reseasch Crganisatan

) tther



Delivery Case

13. Do you plan to bid for the entire activity or only for specific tasks? =
Please ndicase wour aurment intention. **

**This infarmation i indicative and non-hinding and may eedive 25 the acivity definition and consarfum
SEUp mature.

() Entire activity
() Onby spedfic tshs [ wark paciages

() Tao be defined 2t 2 ater stage

14. If only specific tasks, please briefly indicate which anes

Please mdicaie the main tasks or work packages your organisation is imerested n fhigh -Jevel desorpison anly]

Escriha coma mdosma 1500 carachenes

15 The approximate percentage of the activities camied out in Spain.

Please mdicaie the approximate percentage of work ceried out noand out of Spean. The total must add up to
100%.

Esoriha comao méxamao 1500 caractenes

16 fimterested in onby a part of the adtivity, could you please indicate the preferred partners to
form a consartium, § amy?

H applcalis plesse spacfy prefemed pasiness) and $he miended smpe of collaboratson. Odhenaise, indicate
T

Escriha coma méxima 1500 caractenes

11



Funding Case

17. What is the estimated impad of the project results on the Spanish space sector? *

B sefly desoihe the expecied benefits, in terms of competiiven e, sustainshility, resliencs, job oeation, or

technalogy tramsfer.

Escriia coma mixima 1500 caracieres

Consent

18 Consent*

Thie lsgal hasis for this proa=sing & the perfommanoe of 2 ksgal sk of the data mestment responsibles cansesd

04t BN e punisc

nierestand in the ewscize of these obligations Dat will not be shased with thind parties

oot when begally requined and will be setined anly forthe fme necessary to fulfil this purpose.

Yo My SNETEE YO data pratedian s (eDDems, recifiat W, STASUNE, FESTRCEON, DOMaOETy :1dﬁ=‘ﬁ: anl

thraugh the St
at dpdatos faee g

nfosnation, phease consult the AFE Privacy Policy here hitps)iwanw 2ee gob e/ sperpper 2l Pz 3

:-_-:I Yo, | confarm that | hawe read and age e with fhe shove shiemenis.

Annex 2: Detailed evaluation criteria

be:

tariat General of the Spansh Space Agency. You may also oomact the Dot Protecton Officer
ob.es or flle 2 complantwith the Spanish Data Peotedion Agency (WEPD). Formare

Detailed evaluation criteria and related Weighting Factors for the eligibility of the activity will

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Weighting Factors in %

1 Soundness of Delivery Case
(Number of the Applications for the same topic)

60

2  Strength of Economic Operator Benefits

40
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