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Science and Technology for
Sustainable Development

Side event at the fourth international conference on financing
for development

Event Vision:

The event reinforces the need to harness science and technology for sustainable
development, in order to reduce technological gaps that directly affect economic
growth, environmental sustainability, social progress, and gender equality.
Research-driven international cooperation provides the foundation for sustainable,
prosperous knowledge-based policies and is instrumental in tackling global
challenges. Promotes international collaboration and discussions on the necessary
policies to ensure that all countries can access and benefit from technological
innovations, transfer, knowledge sharing, capacity building including the most
disruptive ones with a special focus on space.

Purpose and Goals:

Capacity building and knowledge sharing are one of the crucial issues regarding
sustainable development. Our side event focuses precisely on these aspects, with a
particular emphasis on access to technology and the transformative potential of
science as catalysts for sustainable development. Research, innovation and higher
education shall be better integrated to ensure the competitiveness, effectiveness
and sustainability of our international partnerships.

Developing countries have immense potential to harness emerging technologies for
sustainable development. Expanding scientific, technological, and digital
infrastructure, alongside strengthening national capacities, can unlock new
opportunities for innovation and economic growth. The space sector plays a crucial
role in this process, providing advanced infrastructure, facilitating technology
transfer, and ensuring access to valuable scientific data.
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The event will provide insights from both the innovative space sector and the research
community. It will highlight how space technologies can be leveraged to address global
challenges such as natural resource management, agriculture, disaster mitigation,
and climate change monitoring. The research sector will contribute its extensive
expertise in research and innovation, fostering an environment of equity and
reciprocity to facilitate the transfer of technological and social advancements across
all sectors of society. This side event will strengthen the global commitment to science
and technology as drivers for political and economic development, promote
international collaboration, and foster discussions on the policies needed to ensure
that all nations can access and benefit from technological and social innovations.
Examples of successful scientific, technological and capacity-building initiatives for
sustainable development will be showcased. These debates will involve leaders,
businesses, governments, and multilateral organizations.

The outcomes will increase the understanding of strategies and policies related to
international collaboration for sustainable development. In addition, the discussions
will be useful to improve the dialogue on the role of science and technology as
transformative forces in the policies of financing for development, as well as in the
stimulation of education, encouraging young people to pursue careers in these fields.

Participants:

Minister of Science, Innovation and Universities, Diana Morant, Spain

Commissioner for Startups, Research and Innovation, Ekaterina Zaharieva

Minister of Information Technologies and Communication, Julidan Molina,
Republic of Colombia

Director of the Spanish Space Agency (AEE), Juan Carlos Cortés

President of the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC), Eloisa del Pino

Director of the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, Aarti Holla-Maini

Corporate Managing Director, Hispasat, Ana Maria Molina

Director of Portfolio Management at the Brazilian Space Agency, Dr. Rodrigo
Leonardi

Independent Space Policy Expert, Laura Delgado Lépez

First person (male or female) with a PhD in Physics (astrophysics) in Zambia,
Dr. Brenda Namumba
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Coordinator of the Spanish scientific and technological participation in the
Square Kilometre Array (SKA) Project, Prof. Lourdes Verdes Montenegro

Director of Science, Technology and Innovation at the Spanish Space Agency
(AEE), Isabel Pérez.

*Participants to be confirmed

Date:
Monday 30 June 2025, 4:30 PM-6:00 PM

Venue of the event:

Sevilla (Spain)

FIBES Sevilla Exhibition and Conference
Centre, Lounge 2

Attendance in person:
80

Simultaneous English-Spanish
translation will be provided
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Agenda

Opening
4.30PM -4:50 PM

Julian Molina, Minister of Information Technologies and
Communication, Republic of Colombia

Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner for Startups, Research and Innovation

Diana Morant, Minister of Science, Innovation and Universities, Spain

Space technology for sustainable development
4:50 PM -5:20 PM

Introduction: Juan Carlos Cortés, Director of the Spanish Space Agency (AEE)

Chair person: Juan Carlos Cortés, Director of the Spanish Space Agency (AEE)
Aarti Holla-Maini, Director of the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

Dr. Rodrigo Leonardi, Director of Portfolio Management at the Brazilian Space
Agency
Ana Maria Molina, Corporate Managing Director at Hispasat

Laura Delgado Ldpez, Independent Space Policy Expert

Science as a driver of sustainable development
5:20PM -5:50 PM

Introduction: Dr. Brenda Namumba, First person (male or female) with a PhD in
Physics (astrophysics) in Zambia

Chair person: Eloisa del Pino, President of the Spanish National Research
Council (CSIC)

Dr. Brenda Namumba, First person (male or female) with a PhD in Physics
(astrophysics) in Zambia

Lourdes Verdes Montenegro, Coordinator of the Spanish scientific and
technological participation in the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) Project

Isabel Pérez, Director of Science, Technology and Innovation at the Spanish
Space Agency (AEE)

Closing

5:50 PM -6:00 PM

Eva Ortega-Paino, Secretary General for Research, Spanish Ministry of Science,
Innovation and Universities
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